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Dear Harold, 



At dinner tonight, after having written you the note concerning 
the News & Gossip , which is enclosed, I told the staff of your comments 
on their product. As so often happens with reporters, researchers and 
the like, I was plain wrong in what I wrote in my earlier note. I have 
been reminded that the staff's original head was CRONIES CAN'T CAN 
CARNIES. For reasons that now are muddled in mjz mind, I felt this 
was a little off_target, though I'm also reminded that the staff 
believed it to be very much on-target , after looking up the word. 

Whatever, I then told the editor, Robert, that you pointed out his 
failure to describe what was educational about a carnival, after raising 
the reader's expectations. Robert cavalierly explained that he didn't 
want to insult his readers by explaining something so obvious. I told 
him he sounded like Edward Jay Epstein. And since then, there has been 
a complaint by phone from Mrs. Coles who objected to the paper quoting 
her son as saying that 24 cats iived in the house. She admits that they 
do live in the house, explaining that they are clean, use litter boxes, 
etc. What is wrong with the story, she said, is that the paper told that 
the cats live in the house. Now, Harold, are things really :?o different 
here in Chatham than in XzxhxnxzJX Washington, D.C„? 

With important things aside, let me thank you for sending the materials 
from your files. I will care for them and return them as soon as they 
have been copied sometime over the next couple of days. (We support the 
local library by using their copying machine.) I also am having a tape 
made of the Guinn hallway talk and will return that in about a week, 
or a bit longer. 

OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OCCURRED HERE 

I hope that when I finish this I will have some sort of copy of 
the revised Magic Bullet chapter for you. 

Here are a few things that come to mind: 

1) If it isn't great trouble, I would like to have a copy of your 
Levisne article from Baltimore Sun. If it doesn't come up easily, 
please let me know. I can have the researcher get it. But that 
can be hard when it is a long time ago and the citation is not 
exact. But she can do it and will, if you don;t readily have 

it there. 

2) I would like to look at your contacts of the Black Star photo 
showing curtains going up. Don;t send them. I can look when 
I get there. I definitely want to have some pictures in the 
book, and the more unpublished the better. 

If you can dig it out, I would like to see the original 
Arnold interview and the changes. I still haven't gotten 
that revision squared away. 
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I hope that by the time I close out this envelope, I will have 
the Lardner review of Legend , which Margaret is trying to find for 
me ° .....Yes, we have found it, and it is enclosed. Also, a couple 

of items on Epstein's diamond book. I think his thesis is fascinating, 
but I can understand why it is not popular with jewelers. I think the 
Atlantic showed some pretty good guts in running the piece. 

Was it STIX NIX HIX PIX or STIX NIX HIX FLIX ??? Or neither? 



All best, 
HH. 




